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National Biodiversity Strategy and Action Plan Taskforce
Department of Climate Change, Energy, the Environment and Water
Australian Government

Via email: nbssecretariat@dcceew.gov.au

Dear Taskforce,
RE: Implementing Australia’s Strategy for Nature 2024-2030

The Green Building Council of Australia (GBCA) welcomes the opportunity to provide input on the
Discussion Paper: Implementing Australia’s Strategy for Nature 2024-2030 (the discussion paper). We
commend the Australian Government on its commitment to responding to the recommendations in the
Samuels review with range of planned reforms for policy and legislation.

GBCA's purpose is to lead the sustainable transformation of the built environment. We do this primarily
through our core functions:

e We rate the sustainability of buildings, fitouts and communities through Australia’s largest national,
voluntary, holistic rating system — Green Star.

e We educate industry, government practitioners and decision-makers, and promote green building
programs, technologies, design practices and operations.

e We advocate policies and programs that support our vision and purpose.

e We collaborate with our members and other stakeholders to achieve our mission and strategic
objectives.

GBCA provides the following comments in response to the questions asked in the discussion paper:

Targets and Enablers
1. Do the ‘outcomes’ in the discussion paper represent the main areas where action should be
focused to achieve these targets or enablers of change?
a. If not, what additional outcomes will support us to achieve these targets or enablers of change?

GBCA supports the targets, enablers and outcomes identified in the discussion paper. The Australian
Government and the Circular Economy Ministerial Advisory Group have identified the built environment as
a key area of focus for improving circularity. GBCA, together with leaders from across the built environment
sector have been working for several years to identify how we can do a better job of building with, and for,
nature. The work we have done broadly aligns with the targets, enablers and outcomes identified in the
discussion paper. We have identified and examined opportunities within the built environment and
developed a range of resources that will help to guide the sector towards a nature positive and circular
future.

GBCA welcomes the opportunity to provide further information and consultation to help the Australian

Government implement its Strategy for Nature. Please see response to Q3. for more information about
GBCA’s work in this area.
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2. Are there any barriers to achieving these targets or enablers of change?
a. If yes, what solutions do you suggest for overcoming these barriers?

There are undoubtedly a range of challenges and barriers to achieving the targets outlined in the discussion
paper. For most stakeholders, it is easiest to continue to do things the way they have always done them,
following a linear ‘take, make, waste’ approach to the economy and failing to properly value the impacts on
nature. However, globally and at home in Australia, we are already seeing, feeling and paying for failing to
adequately value nature and the impacts of this will only increase. Whatever the barriers to change, they
will soon become easier to navigate than a world where nature is irretrievably depleted.

GBCA has identified some of the challenges and barriers to achieving a nature positive future. These
include:
e Weak, fragmented and complex legislation and complex planning systems
e Intensifying urban development and competing demands for land, with many critical ecosystems
and species in close proximity to urban areas
e Australia’s low circularity rate
e Impacts of resource use accelerating water stress and ecosystem degradation both locally and all
the way along the supply chain
e Underinvestment in nature

While we have begun to identify ways to tackle some of these, we look forward to working with
government to further identify and define the challenges and importantly, work on pathways and solutions.

3. Are you or your organisation already taking action to contribute to achieving this target or enabler of
change?
a. If yes, please provide further information on the action you are taking.

Yes, please see above. GBCA is working on a range of actions, from setting an ambitious goal of a nature
positive built environment by 2050, to advocating for policies that will support this outcome, to
encouraging and supporting leadership and practical actions from both government and industry to achieve
various targets, objectives and milestones on the way to a nature positive future.

Please see a selection of key resources from GBCA below:

e Nature positive roadmap: For new developments - This roadmap is currently a draft for
consultation (developed following several years of previous consultation) and includes targets and
milestones towards achieving a nature positive built environment by 2050, with roles and
responsibilities identified for a range of stakeholders.

e Australia’s Waste[d] Opportunity 2025

e Our homes weigh a tonne: A call to action

e A practical guide to circular procurement: For new buildings and major refurbishments

e A nature roadmap for the built environment: Discussion paper for the supply chain

e A nature roadmap for the built environment: Discussion paper

e Circular economy in South Australia’s built environment: Action plan

e Building with nature 2.0

GBCA has also been undertaking an extensive program of work to drive the use of responsible products
that have lower environmental impacts, are transparent, respect human rights, and are considerate of a
circular economy. Please see more information about our Responsible Products Framework.



https://gbca-web.s3.amazonaws.com/media/documents/draft-nature-positive-roadmap.pdf
https://gbca-web.s3.amazonaws.com/media/documents/australias-wasted-opportunity---2025-benchmarking-report.pdf
https://gbca-web.s3.amazonaws.com/media/documents/our-homes-weigh-a-tonne---call-to-action-v1.pdf
https://gbca-web.s3.amazonaws.com/media/documents/a-practical-guide-to-circular-procurement.pdf
https://gbca-web.s3.amazonaws.com/media/documents/gbca-nature-roadmap-supply-chain-discussion-paper.pdf
https://gbca-web.s3.amazonaws.com/media/documents/a-nature-roadmap-for-the-built-environment-discussion-paper.pdf
https://gbca-web.s3.amazonaws.com/media/documents/circular-economy-in-south-australias-built-environment_hz3JVD8.pdf
https://gbca-web.s3.amazonaws.com/media/documents/building-nature-2.0-discussion-paper.pdf
https://www.gbca.au/responsible-products-program

Monitoring, evaluation and reporting

4. Would you like to provide feedback on Australia’s approach to monitoring, evaluation and reporting
under the Global Biodiversity Framework (GBF)?

a. If yes, please list the areas requiring particular attention to improve Australia's ability to monitor and
report on progress (e.g. data availability, data consistency, collection methods, use of new emerging
technologies etc.)?

A key step in improving nature outcomes is setting baselines, targets, and tracking progress. But unlike
carbon, which can be measured using widely accepted units and methodologies, biodiversity and
ecosystem health are harder to quantify. Nature is highly localised, complex, and often qualitative — making
standardisation difficult.

GBCA has based the Nature positive roadmap: For new developments on globally recognised frameworks
such as the Global Biodiversity Framework and the Taskforce on Nature-related Financial Disclosures. The
roadmap identifies five nature positive principles, coupled with targets and milestones out to 2050 that will
help to form the foundation for measuring and reporting on progress in the built environment. These are:

e Prevent nature loss

e Increase and connect nature
e Drive circularity

e Choose low-impact materials
e Investin nature

Please see pages 35-44 of the Nature positive roadmap: For new developments for more information.

GBCA welcomes further consultation to support the implementation of Australia’s Strategy for Nature. To
arrange further discussion and/or a briefing on our work to date regarding the Nature positive roadmap
and/or circular economy, please do not hesitate to contact Katy Dean, Senior Policy Adviser, via email at
katy.dean@gbca.org.au.

Yours sincerely

Davina Rooney
Chief Executive
Green Building Council of Australia
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